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For more information and additional hours call 631 591 2401.
Third and Vine, paintings by Frank Bramblett, photos by Zoe Strauss will be on view at Art Sites, 651 West Main Street (Route 25), Riverhead from June 9 through July 8, 2007.  A reception for the artists will be held Saturday, June 9, from 5 to 7 PM.  Hours are Thursday –Sunday, 12-5 PM. For more information and additional hours call 631 591 2401.

Third and Vine is about artists stimulating artists and making art accessible to all. Rafael Ferrer, who introduced the artists to this gallery, has long advocated making art available to everyone. A street corner seemed an appropriate title in more ways than one. This particular corner was the point of origin for an enduring friendship between Ferrer and Bramblett. The streets are also the context and inspiration for Zoe Strauss’ photography. All three artists aspire to bring art back to the streets and their inhabitants. 

FRANK BRAMBLETT 
In 1975 Rafael Ferrer and Frank Bramblett met for the first time. Both lived in a loft building on the corner of Third and Vine Streets in Philadelphia. Ferrer found this southerner to have the open and generous sensibility of mind common to his own Carribbean culture. They visited each other’s studios and began a friendship. When Ferrer, now a resident of the North Fork, was asked by Art Sites’ Glynis Berry if there was an exhibition he could suggest, he thought of the works he saw on that first visit to Bramblett’s studio. 

Bramblett’s works presented in this exhibition emerged from working on large paintings in his studio at Third and Vine in the mid 1970’s. The making of the large works involved using palette knives to apply thick layer-upon-layer of paint to narrow wood forms. He scraped the excess paint onto scrap wood held in his left hand. The small, hand-held pieces mimicked the physical layers of the large pieces, and the fluid, repetitive movements of his right hand and wrist.  This led Bramblett to create a series of small paintings in which he consciously selected the color and thickness of the wood base in relation to the consistency and color of the paint layers, maintaining the hand-held process of application. He makes his own paints, mixing pigment, encaustic, sawdust, graphite, diatomaceous earth, cement or other materials into an acrylic base. 

Bramblett defines painting as a fluid process of the mind, merging paint as a material to form a visible invisible. He is intrigued at how paint is a common material that bears identical physical facts and visual codes but that can be transformed into a multitude of meanings. His approach to paint and process is evident in the strongly gestural works presented in this exhibition. 

Opening on June 9, 2007, Art Sites is pleased to present an exhibition of early works by Frank Bramblett. Born in Cumming, Georgia in 1947 and raised in Wedowee, Alabama, he received a BFA from University of Georgia in 1970 and an MFA from Yale University in 1972. Since 1972 he has lived with his wife Karen in the environs of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania where he has been a professor of drawing and painting at the Tyler School of Art. He lived in Rome, Italy from 1984 until 1986. He has exhibited in New York, Philadelphia, Athens, Georgia, Bialystock, Poland and Rome, Italy. He received a National Endowment of the Arts Grant in 1978, a Pennsylvania Council of the Arts Grant in 1999 and a Pew Foundation Grant in 2000.

ZOE STRAUSS
When asked which artist they would like to introduce, Ferrer and Bramblett immediately thought of Zoe Strauss. Her photographs are proud portraits of people in context. The rough edges show, both in the settings and the faces. People are amazingly comfortable with her camera, despite the intimacy of some of the shots. Strauss does not only take art from the streets, she also returns it. Each year she plasters the piers under the “I-95” overpass at Front and Mifflin Streets in Philadelphia with her photographs. At the end of the day, she lets people remove one photograph to keep. She continues this idea throughout the year by selling Xerox reproductions for five dollars, while archival prints are printed for collectors favoring durability. 
Strauss, 37, was the first in her immediate family to graduate from high school. She worked as a nanny and didn’t attend art school. Having previously worked on large-scale installations, including an indoor medical laboratory entitled “Whirlforce Medical Research Laboratory” in 1997, as well as a live work of two motorboats crashing together, Strauss turned to photography after buying a 35mm camera with money received from her 30th birthday. She shoots most frequently in her native South Philadelphia neighborhood. Both her imagery and motivation are likened to Diane Arbus, Garry Winogrand, and Nan Goldin. “The juxtaposition of the difficulty involved in getting by and the beauty in our everyday lives is what I’m interested in,” says Strauss. 

Strauss’ ongoing commitment to community activism led to the establishment of the Philadelphia Public Art Project (PAP), an organization she runs on her own that is dedicated to making art accessible. In 2006, she had a solo exhibit at the Institute of Contemporary Art in Philadelphia, part of the Museum’s Ramp Project. Strauss’ exhibit was based on the theme of desire. Thirty photographs mounted to wood were displayed for three months in the museum, during which time she removed a few at a time to hang outdoors in the neighborhood. 

Strauss was selected for the 2006 Whitney Biennial, where she presented a slide show of images made primarily in Philadelphia, but also Biloxi and Gulfport, MS after Hurricane Katrina. She received a 2005 Pew Fellow, a 2004 Arcadia Works on Paper Award, and a 2002 Leeway Grant. Her work is included in the Philadelphia Museum of Art permanent collection. We hope her work here will help to make all people comfortable in galleries and all galleries comfortable in the streets.
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